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to tte Mexican war. It was Benton's plan and the plan of the Abolitionists 
make Calhoun, as the ultra slave-owner, responsible for the Mexican war. 
But Calhoun offered no resolutions in 1836, as General Wright says he did, 
and he afterwards denied that he took a leading part in the discussion about 
Texas at that time. Negotiations were already pending for Texas when Gil- 
mer wrote his letter in 1842-'4:3. Gilmer did not correspond with Calhoun 
until late in the year 1843. Gilmer was not " the particular friend of Cal- 
houn, " but one of the ' ' corporal's guard " of President Tyler, and later his Secre- 
tary of the Navy. The negotiations were kept strictly secret, and Calhoun 
knew nothing about them till he became Secretary of State. Brown sent 
Gilmer's letter to Jackson and received one in reply, but Jackson had always 
been in favor of annexation, and was not trapped into approval as alleged. 
Long before his letter was published he had written numerous other letters 
to the President and to members of Congress, emphatically in favor of the 
rumored policy of annexation. The letter to GUmer did not appear first in 
the Enquirer, as Benton alleges, but in the National Intelligencer, which 
had already announced the fact of the treaty. Calhoun expressly stated that 
he thought the moment "very unpropitious for annexation," and that "he 
strongly protested against accepting office " under Mr. Tyler. After the de- 
feat of the treaty in the Senate he advised that no further efforts be made. 
[See on the Texas question, Calhoun's Speeches, IV., 333, 369; Yoakum's 
Texas, II., page 423, note; 425; Letters and Times of the Tylers, II. ; Anson 
Jones's Official Correspondence.] 

The Virginia Magazine of History and Biogbaphy, January, 1894. Philip 

A. Bruce, editor, Kichmond, Virginia. 

This valuable periodical fairly outdid itself in this issue. The content are 
varied and exceedingly valuable. We have, first, the report of Joseph Bayan, 
the President of the Virginia Hirtorical Society, the Constitution of the So- 
ciety, and the long list of members, chiefly due to the persistence and energy 
of Mr Bruce, the editor of the Magazine and the Secretary of the Society. In 
fact, the stndent of Virginia history cannot do without this excellent periodi- 
cal, and all should join in sustaining it. Contents : "Proceedings of the Vir- 
ginia Historical Society;" "Public Officers in Virginia, 1680;" "Letters of 
William Fitzhugh ;" " Virginia Troops in French and Indian Wars;" Discourse 
of the Old Company;" "Abstract of Virginia Land Patents;" "Historical 
Notes and Queries ;" "Necrology of Virginia Historical Society, 1893;" 
"Book Reviews;" "Publications Keceived." The foot-notes to many of 
these papers are more valuable than the papers themselves. 

The New Yoek Genealogical and Biogkaphioal Kecord, January, 1894. 

New York. 

The New England Historical and Genealogical Quabtbbly Hisioeioal 
Keoisteb, January, 1894. 

The World Almanac and Encyclopedia, 1894. 



